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Hello

Hannah

Lovely lace dresses and floral halos are my fa-
vorite new whimsicle trends in the wedding 
world today. The traditional white gown and 
standard sit-down dinner are moving aside, 
making way for fresh ideas. Why would each 
wedding be the same when each couple is so 
uniquely and wonderfully different? With 
the predictable wedding fading away, each 
bride and groom can reveal their character, 
share their story and personalize their special 
day. Forget what’s to be expected and allow 
your personality and love to shine through.
No matter if you say “I do” at a church cer-
emony or in a rustic barn, eat a snazzy, 
three-course meal or snack at a DIY s’mo-
res bar, wear an ivory princess gown or a 

two-piece, pink tulle dress, I dream that af-
ter the last song of the night ends, the guests 
file out and the twinkling lights fade away, 
you think with a smile today was a fairytale.

with love, from the editor
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When searching for your wedding gown, forget about 
the “dress to impress” notion. Instead, stay true to you 
and choose a dress that fits your personality.

c l a s s i c

d e t a i l s

Say yes to the 
perfect dress
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glamour

Whether you float down the aisle in a 
poofy ballgown Cinderella would be 
jealous of, or rock a short mini with 

your favorite pair of Converse, always 
listen to your own heart regardless of 

the opinions of others. It’s your big day 
and in the end only you know which 

dress makes you feel the most beauti-
ful, sexy and confident.

bohemian

m o d e r n
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Say hey to ombre! Color fading is not just for hairstyles anymore. If you love both purple 
and blue, but are afraid of a clash of bold colors, ombre may be the way to go. This color 
trend allows you to seamlessly incorporate more than just one of your favorite hues.
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Oh hey,
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While it’s the bride’s duty to feel like a princess 
on her wedding day, whimsicle skirts of tulle 
will make the flower girl feel like a beautiful 
ballerina. Warning: spontaneous pirouettes and 
twirling down the aisle may occur.

Flower girl goneballerina

tutu cute
09
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Head over heels for 
head-to-toe beauty 
Wreaths of flowers, headbands adorned with jewels, ban-
danas with feathers - no headpiece is out of the question 
this wedding season. While veils remain a traditional, safer 
choice, headpieces provide the perfect feminine touch to 
your dream dress. Whether you are going for a bohemian 
bride look or a more modern bride appearance, headpieces 
are versatile and can be a great DIY addition to your big day.
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I’m a bridesmaid... 
so now what?
maid of honor duties

1. Help to plan and pay for the bridal shower     
    and bachelorette party
2. Purchase your dress, shoes and accessories
3. Attend rehearsal and rehearsal dinner
4. Greet guests at the reception
5. Dance your bridesmaid booty off

bridesmaid duties

1. Help the bride with any pre-wedding tasks    
    (choosing colors, addressing invites, etc.)
2. Plan and help pay for the bridal shower and
    bachelorette party
3. Keep track of all gifts the bride receives
4. Make sure the bride takes time to eat at the  
    reception and refresh her drink
5. Make a toast to the couple
6. Help the bride change for her honeymoon  
    and take care of the gown after the ceremony
7. Always keep the bride laughing
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here come the bridesmaids
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lace
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Floral

Turning to pretty floral prints and delicate lace can add the perfect feminine touch to 
your wedding day. Do not be afraid to mix bold floral patterns with vibrant colored bou-
quets. If you’re loving lace this season, pairing a romantic, pastel colored bouquet with 
your gown is the way to go.
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elaborate 
bouquets

touch of color, 
touch of character

chalkboard signs

food trucks

try it out
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Trends
of twenty-fourteen

Traditional ivory gowns, sim-
ple bridal bouquets and all-white, 
modern weddings are no longer on 
the scene. Pops of color added to neu-
tral color palettes, elaborate flower choic-
es and rustic decor with a touch of glam are 
the hottest trends in the wedding world this year.

bye bye ivory, 
bonjour blush

seasonal cake - 
lemon for summer, 
mocha for fall

floral wedding invites
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What’s better than oversized 
balloons? Oversized bal-
loons with tassel garland, of 
course. There’s no greater 
addition for a fun and vi-
brant couple. From pretty 
pastels to retro neons, bal-
loons can be incorporated 
into any wedding palette. 
They are a surefire way to 
start your marriage off with 
a pop!

20

love

is
in
the

air

19



paint the town pink
forever evergreen
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reach for the sky blue

mi
nt

 to
 b

e

Mint with lavender accents, 
blush pink with a touch of 
sparkling gold - you can’t 
go wrong with any of these 
beautiful palettes.

Pick your 
palette

21



An arctic proposal in Norway 
begs for a destination wedding fol-
low-up. Norwegian skier John  and 
Colombian-American Jennifer fi-
nally decided on Puerto Rico to tie 
the knot, a perfect spot to combine 
both of their cultural traditions 
and celebrate with friends from all 
across the globe. They said their 
“I dos” in a courtyard in Old San 
Juan, surrounded by blossoming 
trees and the refreshing Puerto Ri-
can breeze and heart-warming sun.

puertorico

Travel
the world for love
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Oh, to be in love in Paris. Can you 
think of a more perfect elopement 
than one with an Eiffel Tower back-
drop, blush pink peony bouquet 
and beautiful white gown? Sarah 
and Phil wed in the heart of Paris, 
at the Saint James Hotel, to the ro-
mantic sounds of a string quartet. 
The couple then ventured to Pont 
de l’Archevêché to place a love 
lock on the bridge and toss their 
key into the Seine River, symboliz-
ing a lifetime of unbreakable love.

france
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When you get engaged in Florence, 
choosing the beautiful, intimate 
location of Italy for your wedding 
day seems like a no-brainer. After 
narrowing the location down to the 
breathtaking Amalfi Coast, Blake 
and Chloe visited various venues 
and chose the medieval watchtow-
er-turned-restaurant named Torre 
Normanna. Taking full advantage 
of the lemon obsession along the 
Coast, lemon-lined aisles and li-
moncello favors were incorporat-
ed into the big day at a low cost.

italy
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Even though it meant numerous 
flights from their home in Dubai 
to Mykonos, Helena and Andre 
did whatever it took to make their 
dream of a destination wedding 
in Greece come true. The couple 
wed along the sea shore, under the 
watch of massive, magical wind-
mills.  The sun was setting while the 
feeling of love was rising in the air. 

greece

Travel
the world for love
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wedding

that a young couple right out of 
out of school will face. Money 
management is a big concern to 
us right out of the gate, so we’ve 
dedicated the past 10 months to 
making sure we have some great 
safeguards and habits in place.
E: Hatas gonna hate! (She gig-
gles)

TWAF: What has been the most 
fun part of the planning pro-
cess?
K: Trying on tuxes. I think I 
looked pretty good, like a mix 
of James Bond and Leonardo 
DiCaprio - and it made the 
wedding feel very real. The tux 
I was trying on would be the 
same one I wear the day of my 
wedding.

E: Finding my dress! It’s perfect. 
My sister, mother and I took a 
trip to Nashville and stopped in 
a wedding dress shop there. I 
loved that it was just us three; it 
was a bonding experience we’ll 
remember for a long time.

TWAF: What is your favorite 
thing about each other?
K: Emily reminds me so much 
of my mother. She is kind, over-
ly compassionate and dedicated 
to becoming a great teacher for 
her students’ sake, not her own. 
Emily might be tiny, but her 
passion and lovable personality 
steal the show.
E: There are too many things to 
name, but he is so selfless. He 
makes time for everyone else, 

even when he does not have 
time for himself.

TWAF: What are you most 
looking forward to with married 
life?
E: I can’t wait to wake up next to 
my best friend every morning.
K: Living together - check back 
in a couple months with me 
on that one. (Que elbow nudge 
from Emily) Really though, I’m 
excited to call “home” wherever 
she is.

TWAF: Do you have honey-
moon plans?
K: Mexico! Fiestas! Siestas! Mar-
garitas!

 inspiration

Today Was a Fairytale: Did you 
ever imagine yourself engaged 
while still in college?
Emily: I figured I’d only find my 
bridesmaids, not my husband. I 
am pretty lucky I found both.
Kyle: I was willing to let God 
take me wherever He wanted. I 
was primarily focused on figur-
ing out just what I wanted to do 
for the rest of my life.

TWAF: When did you know he/
she was “the one”?

E: After the first time he took 
care of me when I was sick. He 
was so sweet and showed me 
just how caring he was.
K: I know it sounds weird, but I  
knew after just about four days. 
We matched up on so many of 
the core values that I hold dear.

TWAF: How do you juggle both 
school and wedding planning at 
the same time?
K: Oh boy, delicately? It’s been 
a lot of fun. We’ve tried to put 

aside most Sundays as wedding 
planning days, but in reality it 
is whenever we get a little spare 
time throughout the week.
E: Luckily we have a lot of help-
ers. My bridesmaids and mother 
help keep me on track when I 
get caught up with college life.

TWAF: What do you say to 
skeptics that claim you’re too 
young to get married?
K: Get to know us. We’re actual-
ly very aware of the challenges 

27

“Emily might be tiny, but 
her passion and lovable 
personality steal the show”

21and in love



emily and kyle

”
“ I can’t wait to wake 

up next to my best 
friend every morning

Emily Mariani met Kyle Dreger her freshman 
year at the University of Mount Union in Al-
liance, Ohio. According to her college room-
mate, Hannah, Emily first started disappearing 
to the “library,” more than just a few nights 
a week, and she started to get suspicious. No 
one has that much homework, right? Emily 
insisted that this new Kyle kid she had cof-
fee with was just a friend, but Hannah knew 
when Emily began shopping in her closet, 
trading in her comfy sweats and hoodies for 

flirty floral tops and jeans, Kyle was much 
more than just “that kid she had coffee with.”
Flash forward three years and many cam-
pus jogs as a couple, ice cream trips and mini 
vacations later, Emily and Kyle are now in 
the process of planning a summer wedding, 
set for July 2014. Excitement for their spe-
cial day is contagious. Ask them at any giv-
en moment how long it is until the wedding 
and they will tell you the number of days, 
hours and even minutes until they say “I do.”

30

Young

29
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Gifts
for the guys

You never understood when the 
ladies complained about how 
hard guys are to shop for. Now, 
as a groom, you are beginning 
to understand all those years of 
whining. Stuck in a groomsmen 
gift rut? How about a personal-
ized tie clip or shaving kit bag 
with the mens’ initials? Or, a 
uniquely designed razor handle 
from Etsy to put in the personal-
ized shaving kit bag (yes, dudes 
can use Etsy for purchases too!). 
If sports are a big part of your 
life, consider personalized jer-
seys for your crew. Or, why not 
buy the fellas a pair of stunner 
shades and a patterned bow tie 
to sport on the big day?
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from best bud to best man

34

Dude, you’re a groomsman
best man duties

1. Help the best man plan the bachelor party
2. Purchase your own attire and transportation
3. Attend rehearsal and rehearsal dinner
4. Escort guests to their seats at the ceremony
5. Greet guests at the reception
6. Decorate the wedding car

groomsman duties

1. Plan the bachelor party
2. Attend rehearsal and rehearsal dinner
3. Help coordinate attire of groomsmen and 
    ushers
4. Transport the groom to the ceremony
5. Seat the mother of the bride at the ceremony
6. Give the first speech and toast during the 
    reception
7. Help arrange the getaway car for the bride 
    and groom

33
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One sock, two sock, 
green sock, blue sock

While the bride may be the one to make major wedding de-
cisions, such as color palette and flower choice, one way to 
incorporate your personal style as a groom is through your 
shoe and sock choice. Whether you prefer sporty Converse, 
argyle prints or vibrant colors, your individual personality 
will shine through. You’ll be taking two steps forward and 
no steps back with this trend... unless you’re dancing the 
cha-cha! 

35

-



Move over, gentlemen. While the groom 
may be the one getting married, the little 
guy will be the one getting the limelight. 

Swap the boring, go-to suit and tie for 
snazzy suspenders and a patterned bow 

tie for a more relaxed look. 

stud in

Bow ties for

training

lil’ guys
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1.In the weeks leading up to the wedding, 
make a special trip to purchase a new per-
fume for your wife to use specifically for 
the honeymoon. Every time she smells the 
scent in the future, memories of your week 
together will flood back. 

2.Sneak personalized “Mr.” and “Mrs.” lug-
gage tags on your suitcases while waiting in 
line at the airport. 
 
3.Prepare a basket for your new bride to 
use during the honeymoon. If you’re head-
ed for the beautiful Hawaiian islands, pack 
in the newest issue of her favorite maga-
zine and Twizzlers for the plane ride, a pair 
of flip flops, an oversized, floppy beach hat 
and a new book for pool-side reading.

 4.Schedule a massage or activity just for 
your wife during the honeymoon. With 
your free time, explore nearby shops and 
boutiques for special souveniers you can 
surprise her with throughout the year, 
when she least expects it. Can you imagine 
her smile when she  arrives home after a 
long day at work to receive a wonderful re-
minder of time at the beach and your love 
for her? 

5.Strawberry stuffed french toast and a tall 
glass of orange juice, please! Make your 
wife breakfast in bed the morning after you 
return from your honeymoon. She’ll be too 
tired to cook and appreciate your loving 
gesture.

40

ooing your
ife after the
eddingW

The wedding day came and went in the blink 
of an eye. Before you know it, you look to 
your left and your wife, no longer fiancée, is 
smiling back at you. You’re on your way to 
the airport. Flight 1397. Destination: hon-
eymoon. Whether your plans include relax-
ation while digging your toes in the sand, 
adventure while hiking mountains in the 
Swiss Alps or true romance while taking a 

gondola ride through the canals of Venice, 
confirming that the fireworks didn’t come 
to an end, along with the wedding, needs to 
be a top priority. The kind gestures and “just 
because” flowers should not stop now, just 
because the relationship status has changed. 
Remind her every day why you are the per-
fect one for her, and she for you. So how 
do you woo your wife after the wedding?  
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You may have had your eye on a sleek, black Camaro or Batman-worthy Nissan Z, but 
the perfect choice for your getaway car this season is a white, vintage model. While you 
may not be burning rubber in the streets, your bride’s heart will un-
doubtedly be beating fast and furious.

vroom vroom

42

getaway

41

Let’s 
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She said 
YES

Before she says “I do,” she must say 
“yes!” The proposal is your chance to 
put your planning skills to practice. 
While Pinterest and online blogs are 
great for inspiration, do not copy the 
ideas you stumble across exactly. No 
website knows your relationship like 
you do. Personalize every last detail for 

your future bride. When it comes to popping the question, keep it simple and 
to the point. Her emotions will be running wild and this is not the time for a 
long speech. Remember, nothing is more romantic than an unexpected pro-
posal. While it may be hard to hide your excited smile and keep yourself from 
feeling the ring in your pocket repeatedly throughout the night, do your best 
to surprise your lovely lady. Her reaction will be priceless.
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round cut
diamond

When picking out the ring,  you want to 
first establish a budget. Then, find out 

her ring size (sisters and best girl friends 
are the perfect snoops). Remember to 
keep her style in mind. Does she love 

vintage finds or colored jewelry? 

m o d e r n 
b u l k y

t h r e e
s t o n e
s e t t i n g
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Choosing a ring for your lucky lady should be no 
sweat. Yes, you want to pick the perfect cut, color and 
carat weight - but if it’s coming from you, there’s no 
doubt it will be adored.

p e a r 
diamond

v i n t a g e
diamond

Put a ring on it

45
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Hello

Hannah

You jump onto the couch just in time to catch 
the big game. Beer chilling nearby, pizza on its 
way, you are pumped and ready to cheer your 
favorite team to victory. You flip to the game 
and hear the end of the national anthem, just 
as your lady grabs the remote and changes 
the channel. Apparently it’s “Bride Day Fri-
day” and with a glass of wine in hand and 
popcorn making firework noises in the mi-
crowave, she’s set for an evening of Say Yes to 
the Dress and Four Weddings. Timeout. What 

is this “Bride Day” nonsense? There are tele-
vision programs, bridal shows and countless 
magazines geared specifically toward brides, 
but aren’t the grooms just as important? Don’t 
worry boys, we’ve got you covered. Your spe-
cial day will be just that: your day, not just the 
bride’s. Our first piece of advice for the fu-
ture groom: let her participate in “Bride Day 
Friday” ...as long as she shares the popcorn! 

with love, from the editor
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